
Abstract: A Brief History of the Second 

Captain Kirk said that “space is the final frontier”. He may be right. However, time is 

giving space some competition.   

This talk is about the second. What is it, who defines it, how is it measured, what is its 

relationship to the rotation of the earth? Who first defined a day as 24 hours? Why is 

John Harrison a hero to timekeepers? Why is the world’s most accurate clock made of 

paper? What does Einstein say about time? How is time used in media systems?  

These topics and more, such as the Roswell clock, will be considered during this 

interactive talk with demos.   
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